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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a portable pup-
pet theater.

Background art

[0002] Structures in the form of a puppet theater, sim-
ply referred to hereinafter as "theater", designed for use
by children and adults, for entertainment and education
of an audience of children of various ages, are known in
the field of board games.
[0003] In order to emulate a real theater experience,
the theater must be composed of a given number of basic
components which are designed to be later assembled
in the place in which the theater will be used.
[0004] A need felt by the users of such object is its
portability, i.e. the possibility to assemble and disassem-
ble and easily carry the theater from one place to another
and when traveling, with no risk of damage and loss of
essential components.
[0005] A further need is to minimize dimensions hence
the entropic impact on the relevant space, e.g. a child’s
room, especially when it has a small size. Indeed, such
objects typically have a bulky and permanent structure,
and are not easily transportable.
[0006] This need can be only fulfilled by accepting
small sizes but also using the foldable structures that can
be orderly stored in a generally flat container.
[0007] US2837863 and US1600554 disclose portable
puppet theaters comprising a carrying case and a struc-
ture in the case to assemble the puppet game. The struc-
ture comprises side walls, a rear curtain, a roof and a
front portal, which are joined together by tabs and also
by fastening means.
[0008] In US2837863, the rear curtain, which is used
to conceal the puppeteer, hangs from a telescopic rod,
which is fixed in through holes of the side walls and both
the case and the foldable structure are formed from a
cardboard blank with various fold lines. Furthermore, the
case has handles attached to its blank.
[0009] One drawback of this prior art portable theater
is that it is relatively complex and has 3D parts used to
form both of the foldable structure and the case.
[0010] US2368188 discloses a theater that comprises
a box-like element obtained from a flat die-cut blank with
pre-fold lines and a separate sheet for the floor, which
can be coupled to the bottom of the structure by means
of tabs fitting into slots. The theater has a book applied
proximate to the rear wall, with pages changing by rota-
tion about a spiral.
[0011] No container is provided in this theater, and
once the parts of the structure have been disassembled,
they cannot be stored and protected during transport,
which involves the risk of loss and damage.
[0012] US3961426 discloses a portable theater com-

prising a base, hinged and folding side and bottom walls,
a front portal, a base and a series of side panels or cur-
tains. The latter hang from rod-like support elements
whose ends may rest on the recesses formed along the
upper edges of the side walls of the foldable structure.
[0013] KR20100008300 discloses a theater having a
pair of side walls and a front wall hinged together to form
a foldable structure that is adapted to alternate from a
collapsed configuration to an upstanding configuration.
Furthermore, in the upstanding configuration, the side
walls are joined to the front wall by resilient support
means that are adapted to hold the structure in the up-
standing configuration.
[0014] Once again, in the latter cases, no container is
provided to store the various parts of the theater and
facilitate transport and protection thereof as it is being
transferred from one place to another.

Technical Problem

[0015] In view of the prior art, the technical problem
addressed by the present invention may be deemed to
be the provision of a compact and easily transportable
portable puppet theater having a very simple and effec-
tive structure.

Disclosure of the invention

[0016] The object of the present invention is to solve
the aforementioned problem by providing a portable pup-
pet theater that is highly efficient and relatively cost-ef-
fective.
[0017] A particular object of the present invention is to
provide a theater that takes up a very little space, while
providing all the features of a typical puppet puppet theat-
er.
[0018] These and other objects, as more clearly ex-
plained hereinafter, are fulfilled by a portable puppet
theater as defined in claim 1, which comprises a pair of
side walls and a front wall having a central opening de-
signed to face the audience, a plurality of inner walls de-
fining one or more sceneries and a curtain, a substantially
horizontal cover element, which is adapted to cover said
side walls and said front wall in a substantially vertical
position, said side walls and said front wall being hinged
together to form a foldable structure that is adapted to
alternate from a collapsed configuration with said walls
in mutually overlapping relationship, and an upstanding
configuration with said walls at right angles and substan-
tially vertical, and vice versa.
[0019] The cover element is in the form of a lid with a
flat central portion and edges folded upwards to receive
therein said inner walls and said load-bearing structure
in the collapsed configuration, said cover element being
adapted to be turned upside down with its edges facing
downwards and contacting said side walls and said front
wall in the vertical position, said flat central portion of said
cover element having a plurality of slits to allow said inner
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walls to be removably introduced therein from the top to
positions facing said central opening.
[0020] In one embodiment as shown and described,
the slits are substantially parallel, a series of rear slits
are designed to receive th3e sceneries and a front slit of
the cover element is designed to receiver the curtain.
[0021] Conveniently, the slits extend to a length that is
slightly greater than the width of the inner walls to facili-
tate introduction thereof from the top into the correspond-
ing slits.
[0022] As shown in FIGS. 1 to 5, the inner walls have
appendages at a top edge thereof, which extend beyond
the ends of the slits to rest on the flat portion and hold
the inner walls that have been introduced into the slits in
a hanging state.
[0023] In one embodiment as shown in the figures, the
slits of the series designed to receive the sceneries are
suitably spaced apart from the slit designed to receive
the curtain to facilitate the introduction of one or more
puppets.
[0024] Preferably, the front wall and the side walls of
the foldable structure are formed from a unit panel of a
sheet material, such as cardboard, plastified paper or a
plastic laminate, which is suitably die-cut and formed with
fold lines to define adjacent mutually hinged partial pan-
els that can be folded upon themselves.
[0025] Advantageously, in the vertical configuration,
the partial panels have corresponding upwardly extend-
ing tabs adapted to fit into corresponding slots formed in
the flat portion of the cover element to stabilize the fold-
able structure with its side and front walls in the upstand-
ing configuration.

Brief description of the drawings

[0026] Further features and advantages of the inven-
tion will be more apparent from the detailed description
of a preferred, non-exclusive embodiment of a portable
puppet theater according to the invention, which is de-
scribed as a non-limiting example with the help of the
following drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the portable puppet
theater of the invention in the upstanding configura-
tion;
FIGS. 2 and 3 are front and rear perspective views
of the theater respectively;
FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view of the theater
of Fig. 1;
FIGS. 5 to 7 are plan views of the theater of Fig. 4;
FIGS. 8 and 9 are perspective views of the puppets
of the theater of Fig. 1;
FIG. 10 is an exploded perspective view of the theat-
er of Fig. 1 and the container;
FIG. 11 is a plan view of a detail of the theater of Fig.
7.

Detailed description of a preferred exemplary embodi-
ment

[0027] Particularly referring to the figures, there is
shown a portable puppet theater, generally designated
by numeral 1, which is designed for use by by users such
as children and adults for entertainment and education
of an audience of children of various ages.
[0028] As shown in FIG. 1, the theater 1 comprises a
pair of side walls 2, a front wall 3 having a central opening
4 which is designed to face the audience, a plurality of
inner walls 5 defining one or more sceneries 5A and a
curtain 5B, and a cover element 6, which is adapted to
cover the side walls 2 and the front wall 3.
[0029] As is known per se, the side walls 2 and the
front wall 3 are substantially vertical and hinged together
to form a foldable structure 7 which is adapted to alternate
from a collapsed configuration with the walls 2, 3 in mu-
tually overlapping relationship, and an upstanding con-
figuration with the walls 2, 3 at right angles and substan-
tially vertical, and vice versa.
[0030] As used hereinafter, the term "collapsed con-
figuration" is intended to designate a folded configuration
in which the side walls 2 and the front wall 3 of the foldable
structure 7 overlap to form a folded flattened structure
during storage to minimize bulk.
[0031] In addition, as used hereinafter the term "up-
standing configuration" is intended to designate a con-
figuration in which the theater 1 forms a deployed struc-
ture for use, which is vertically arranged, substantially
orthogonal to a support surface.
[0032] Advantageously, the front wall 3 and the side
walls 2 of the foldable structure 7 are formed from a unit
panel 8 of a sheet material selected from the group com-
prising cardboard, plastified paper or a plastic laminate
or a similar material, as long as it has high ductility prop-
erties.
[0033] Furthermore, the unit panel 8 is suitably die-cut
and formed with fold lines 9 to define adjacent mutually
hinged partial panels 10 that can be folded upon them-
selves, to alternate from the collapsed configuration to
the upstanding configuration.
[0034] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
partial panels 10 may be at least four in number, a first
pair of adjacent partial panels 10A defining the front wall
3 and a second pair of end partial panels 10B being adapt-
ed to define the pair of side walls 2, as shown in FIG. 7.
[0035] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, as
shown in the figures, the unit panel 8 has a bottom edge
11 and a top edge 12. In the upstanding configuration of
the theater 1, the top edge 12 faces upwards, and the
bottom edge 11 rests on a support surface, the latter not
being shown.
[0036] Preferably, the fold lines 9 of the partial panels
10 may extend from the bottom edge 11 to the top edge
12 and orthogonal thereto.
[0037] In a peculiar aspect of the invention, the cover
element 6 is in the form of a lid with a flat central portion
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13 and edges 14 folded upwards to receive therein the
inner walls 5 and the foldable structure 7 in the collapsed
configuration and is adapted to be turned upside down
with the folded edges 14 facing downwards and contact-
ing the side walls 2 and the front wall 3 in the upstanding
configuration.
[0038] Furthermore, the flat central portion 13 of the
cover element 6 has a plurality of slits 15 to allow the
inner walls 5 to be removably introduced therein from the
top to positions facing the central opening 4.
[0039] Thus, as best shown in FIGS. 4 and 6, the cover
element 6 is also suitably die-cut and formed with fold
lines 9 to define the flat central portion 13. It shall be
noted that the edges 14 are folded at right angles to the
central portion 13.
[0040] Advantageously, in the upstanding vertical con-
figuration, the partial panels 10 of the foldable structure
7 have corresponding upwardly extending tabs 16 adapt-
ed to fit into corresponding slots 17 formed in the flat
central portion 13 of the cover element 6 to stabilize the
foldable structure 7 with its side walls 2 and front wall 3
in the upstanding configuration.
[0041] In the illustrated embodiment, the tabs 16 are
formed on the top edge 12 of the unit panel 8 and each
partial panel 10 comprises a respective tongue 16
aligned with the corresponding slot 17 when the foldable
structure 7 is in the upstanding configuration.
[0042] In particular, the slots 17 are formed proximate
to the fold lines 9 of the cover element 6, between the
flat central portion 13 and the folded edges 14 such that,
in the upstanding configuration, the cover element 6 will
not extend beyond the side walls 2 and the front wall 3,
as shown in FIGS. 1 to 3.
[0043] As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the plurality of slits
15 of the cover element 6 are substantially parallel, and
the cover element 6 comprises a series of rear slits 15A
designed to receive the sceneries 5A and a front slot 15B
designed to receive the curtain 5B.
[0044] Alternatively, the slits 15 may also not be par-
allel, without departure from the scope of the present
invention.
[0045] Conveniently, the slits 15 extend to a length I1
that is slightly greater than the width I2 of the inner walls
5 to facilitate introduction thereof from the top into the
corresponding slits 15.
[0046] Furthermore, the inner walls 5 have appendag-
es 18 at a top edge thereof, which extend beyond the
ends of the slits 15 to rest on the flat central portion 13
and hold the inner walls 5 that have been introduced into
the slits 15 in a hanging state.
[0047] As shown in FIGS. 1 to 3, the appendages 18
are large enough to extend the length of the inner walls
to a length I3 which is slightly greater than the length I1
of the slits 15, to prevent the inner walls 5 from slipping
into the theater 1 as they are being introduced into the
slits 15.
[0048] It shall be noted that, in the upstanding config-
uration of the foldable structure 7, as shown in FIG. 1,

with one inner wall 5A fully introduced into its respective
slit 15A, the appendages 18 do not extend beyond the
fold lines 9 of the flat central portion 13 of the cover ele-
ment 6.
[0049] In the embodiment as shown in the figures, the
slits 15A of the series designed to receive the sceneries
5A are suitably spaced apart from the slit 15B designed
to receive the curtain 5B to facilitate the introduction of
one or more puppets 19 between the curtain and the
scenery.
[0050] As is known per se, the central opening 4 has
a substantially rectangular shape and comprises dimen-
sions adapted to allow the user of the theater 1 to intro-
duce one hand and facilitate the introduction of the pup-
pets 19 between the curtain 5B and sceneries 5A.
[0051] In an alternative embodiment of the invention,
not shown, an additional series of openings may be
formed in the side walls 2 and at the bottom edge 11 of
the unit panel 8, for the puppets 19 to be dynamically
positioned and moved without exposing the hands of the
user to the view of the audience through its central open-
ing 4.
[0052] The puppets 19 may comprise substantially L-
shaped figures with an elongate body 20 having a strip
21 of flexible material extending therefrom, with one end
21’ adapted to fit into longitudinal slots 22 to hold the strip
21 in a position perpendicular to the elongate body 20
and to retain the puppet 19 or hold it in an upright con-
figuration, as schematically shown in FIGS. 8 and 9.
[0053] Alternatively the elongate body 20 of the pup-
pets 19 may fit into the slots 17 of the cover element 6
and the strips 21 may be retained by the longitudinal slots
20, resting on the flat central portion 13, which will prevent
them from falling into the theater 1.
[0054] In the preferred embodiment of the invention,
the puppets 19 are printed on a 2D sheet medium, but
different media may be also used, such as 3D prints,
without departure from the scope of the present inven-
tion.
[0055] According to a particular aspect of the invention,
the theater 1 comprises an outer container consisting of
a base box 23 adapted to receive therein the cover ele-
ment 6 which in turn stores the foldable structure 7 in the
collapsed state, the inner walls 5 and the puppets 19, as
shown in FIG. 10.
[0056] Also, an upper box 24 is also provided, which
is designed to be closed on the base box 23 for orderly
transport of the theater 1 in a theater form without no risk
of loss or damage of its essential components.
[0057] Thus, the theater 1 will take up very little space,
while providing all the features of a typical puppet theater.
[0058] Preferably, the outer container may contain ed-
itorial material selected from the group comprising sto-
ries, scripts, paper accessories for customization of the
puppets or other equivalent material adapted to fulfill the
purposes of the stories that will be proposed.
[0059] In a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, as shown in FIG. 11, the first pair of panels 10A
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defining the front wall 3 may be equipped with reinforce-
ment means 25 adapted to hold the coplanar panels 10a
in an upstanding configuration, to thereby prevent the
theater 1 to undesirably alternate from the upstanding
configuration to the collapsed configuration.
[0060] The reinforcement means may comprise a strip
of a sheet material 25A with ends adapted to fit into buck-
les or pockets 25B formed on each of the adjacent partial
panels 10A of the first pair.
[0061] In operation, the theater 1 is assembled as fol-
lows.
[0062] First the upper box 24 is detached from the base
box 23 to allow the user to access the container, and
then the puppets 19, the inner walls 5 and the foldable
structure 7 are removed from the cover element 6.
[0063] Later, the foldable structure 7 is deployed from
a collapsed configuration with the walls 2, 3 in mutually
overlapping relationship, to an upstanding configuration
with the side walls 2 at right angles to the front wall 3 and
the bottom edge 11 of the unit element 8 resting on a
support base.
[0064] The cover element 6 is turned upside down with
the folded edges 14 facing downwards and contacting
the side walls 2 and the front wall 3 in an upstanding
configuration, such that the tabs 16 of the first pair of
adjacent panels 10A and the second pair of end panels
10B will fit into the respective slots 17 of the cover element
6.
[0065] Now, the curtain 5B will be simply introduced
into the front slit 15b of the cover element 6, the sceneries
5A will be introduced into the corresponding rear slits
15A and the puppets 19 will be mounted by fitting the
end 21’ of the strip 21 into the longitudinal slots 22 of the
elongate body 20 to arrange it on the support surface.
[0066] Alternatively, a different assembly sequence
may be also used, without departure from the scope of
the present invention.
[0067] For example, once the foldable structure 7 has
been deployed, the strip of sheet material 25A may fit
into the reinforcement means 25B to hold the coplanar
partial panels 10A in the upstanding configuration.
[0068] It will be appreciated from the foregoing that the
theater 1 fulfills the intended objects and particularly has
a compact and easily transportable configuration and a
very simple and effective structure.
[0069] The theater of the invention is susceptible of a
number of changes and variants, within the inventive con-
cept disclosed in the appended claims.
[0070] While the theater has been described with par-
ticular reference to the accompanying figures, the nu-
merals referred to in the disclosure and claims are only
used for the sake of a better understanding of the inven-
tion and shall not be intended to limit the claimed scope
in any manner.
[0071] Reference herein to "one embodiment" or "the
embodiment" or "some embodiments" indicates that a
particular characteristic, structure or element that is being
described is included in at least one embodiment of the

inventive subject matter.
[0072] Furthermore, the particular characteristics,
structures or elements may be combined together in any
suitable manner to provide one or more embodiments.
The scope of the invention is defined by the appended
claims.

Industrial applicability

[0073] The present invention may find application in
industry, because it can be produced on an industrial
scale in the field of board games.

Claims

1. A portable puppet theater (1) comprising a pair of
side walls (2) and a front wall (3) having a central
opening (4) which is designed to face the audience,
a plurality of inner walls (5) defining one or more
sceneries (5A) and a curtain (5B), a cover element
(6) adapted to cover said side walls (2) and said front
wall (3), said side walls (2) and said front wall (3)
being substantially vertical and hinged together to
form a foldable structure (7) which is adapted to al-
ternate from a collapsed configuration with said walls
(2, 3) in mutually overlapping relationship and an up-
standing configuration with said walls (2, 3) at right
angles and substantially vertical, and vice versa, said
cover element (6) being in the form of lid, with a flat
central portion (13) and upwardly folded edges (14)
to receive therein said inner walls (5) and said fold-
able structure (7) in the collapsed configuration, said
cover element (6) being adapted to be turned upside
down with said folded edges (14) facing downwards
and contacting said side walls (2) and said front wall
(3) in an upright configuration, said flat central portion
(13) of said cover element (6) having a plurality of
slits (15) to allow said inner walls (5) to be removably
introduced from the top to positions facing said cen-
tral opening (4).

2. Theater as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
said slits (15) are substantially parallel, a series of
said rear slits (15A) being designed to receive the
sceneries (5A), a front slit (15B) of said cover ele-
ment (6) being designed to receive the curtain (5B).

3. Theater as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
said slits (15) extend to a length (I1) that is slightly
greater than the width (I2) of said inner walls (5) to
facilitate introduction thereof from the top into the
corresponding slits (15).

4. Theater as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
said inner walls (5) have appendages (18) at a top
edge thereof, which extend beyond the ends of said
slits (15) to rest on said flat central portion (13) and
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hold said inner walls (5) that have been introduced
into said slits (15) in a hanging state.

5. Theater as claimed in claim 2, characterized in that
the slits (15A) of said series designed to receive the
sceneries (5A) are suitably spaced apart from the
slit (15B) designed to receive the curtain (5B) to fa-
cilitate the introduction of said one or more puppets
(19).

6. Theater as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
said front wall (3) and said side walls (2) of said fold-
able structure (7) are formed from a unitary panel (8)
of a sheet material, such as cardboard, plastified pa-
per or a plastic laminate, which is suitably die-cut
and formed with fold lines (9) to define adjacent mu-
tually hinged partial panels that can be folded upon
themselves.

7. Theater as claimed in claim 6, characterized in that
said partial panels (10) are at least four in number a
first pair of adjacent panels (10A) defining together
said front wall (3) and a second pair of end panels
(10B) defining said pair of side walls (2).

8. Theater as claimed in claim 6, characterized in that
said partial panels (10) have corresponding upward-
ly extending tabs (16) adapted to fit into correspond-
ing slots (17) formed in said flat central portion (13)
of said cover element (6) to stabilize said foldable
structure (7) with its side walls (2) and front wall (3)
in the upstanding configuration.

9. Theater as claimed in claim 7, characterized in that
said first pair of partial panels (10A) defining said
front wall (3) is formed with reinforcement means to
keep them coplanar in the upstanding configuration.

10. Theater as claimed in claim 9, characterized in that
said reinforcing means comprise a strip of a sheet
material with ends adapted to fit into buckles or pock-
ets formed on each of said partial panels (10A).

11. Theater as claimed in claim 5, characterized in that
said one or more puppets (19) are substantially L-
shaped figures with an elongate body (20) having a
strip (21) of flexible material extending therefrom,
with one end (21’) adapted to fit into longitudinal slots
(22) to hold said strip (21) in a position perpendicular
to said elongate body (20) and to retain the puppet
(19) or hold it in an upright configuration.

12. Theater as claimed in claim 11, characterized in
that said puppets are printed on a 2D or 3D sheet
medium.

13. Theater as claimed in one or more of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it comprises an outer

container consisting of a base box (23) adapted to
accommodate therein said cover element (6) which
in turn stores said folding structure (7) in the col-
lapsed state, said inner walls (5) and said puppets
(19), and an upper box (24) which can be closed on
said base box (23) for orderly transport of the theater
(1) with no risk of loss or damage of its essential
components.

Patentansprüche

1. Transportables Puppentheater (1), umfassend: ein
Paar Seitenwände (2) und eine Vorderwand (3) mit
einer zentralen Öffnung (4), die so gestaltet ist, dass
sie dem Publikum zugewandt ist; eine Vielzahl von
Innenwänden (5), die eine oder mehrere Kulissen
(5A) bilden; einen Vorhang (5B); ein Abdeckelement
(6), das zum Abdecken der Seitenwände (2) und der
Vorderwand (3) geeignet ist; wobei die Seitenwände
(2) und die Vorderwand (3) im Wesentlichen vertikal
sind und gelenkig miteinander verbunden sind, um
eine faltbare Struktur (7) zu bilden, die angepasst
ist, um von einer zusammengelegten Konfiguration
mit den Wänden (2, 3) in gegenseitig überlappender
Beziehung zu einer aufrechten Konfiguration mit den
Wänden (2, 3) im rechten Winkel und im Wesentli-
chen vertikal zu wechseln, und umgekehrt, wobei
das Abdeckelement (6) die Form eines Deckels mit
einem flachen Mittelabschnitt (13) und nach oben
gefalteten Rändern (14) hat, um darin die Innenwän-
de (5) und die faltbare Struktur (7) in der zusammen-
gelegten Konfiguration aufzunehmen, wobei das Ab-
deckelement (6) angepasst ist, um verkehrt herum
gestellt zu werden, wobei die gefalteten Kanten (14)
nach unten zugewandt sind und die Seitenwände (2)
und die Vorderwand (3) in einer aufrechten Konfigu-
ration berühren, wobei der flache Mittelabschnitt (13)
des Abdeckelements (6) eine Vielzahl von Schlitzen
(15) aufweist, um zu ermöglichen, dass die Innen-
wände (5) entfernbar von oben in Positionen einge-
führt werden, die der zentralen Öffnung (4) zuge-
wandt sind.

2. Theater nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Schlitze (15) im Wesentlichen parallel
sind, wobei eine Reihe der hinteren Schlitze (15A)
zur Aufnahme der Kulissen (5A), und ein vorderer
Schlitz (15B) des Abdeckelements (6) zur Aufnahme
des Vorhangs (5B) vorgesehen sind.

3. Theater nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass sich die Schlitze (15) über eine Länge (I1)
erstrecken, die geringfügig größer ist als die Breite
(I2) der Innenwände (5), um deren Einführung von
oben in die entsprechenden Schlitze zu erleichtern
(15).
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4. Theater nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Innenwände (5) Anhänge (18) an ihrer
oberen Kante haben, die sich über die Enden der
Schlitze (15) hinaus erstrecken, um auf dem flachen
Mittelabschnitt (13) zu ruhen und zu halten, wobei
die Innenwände (5) in einem hängenden Zustand in
die Schlitze (15) eingeführt worden sind.

5. Theater nach Anspruch 2, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Schlitze (15A) der Reihe, die zur Auf-
nahme der Kulissen (5A) bestimmt sind, in geeigne-
ter Weise von dem Schlitz (15B), der zur Aufnahme
des Vorhangs (5B) bestimmt ist, beabstandet sind,
um die Einführung einer oder mehrere Puppen (19)
zu erleichtern.

6. Theater nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Vorderwand (3) und die Seitenwände
(2) der faltbaren Struktur (7) aus einer einheitlichen
Platte (8) aus einem Blattmaterial, wie beispielswei-
se Pappe, plastifiziertem Papier oder einem Kunst-
stofflaminat, gebildet sind, das geeignet gestanzt
und mit Faltlinien (9) ausgebildet ist, um benachbar-
te, aneinander angelenkte Teilplatten zu definieren,
die auf sich selbst gefaltet werden können.

7. Theater nach Anspruch 6, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Teilplatten (10) mindestens vier an der
Zahl sind, wobei ein erstes Paar benachbarter Plat-
ten (10A) die Vorderwand (3) zusammen definieren,
und ein zweites Paar Endplatten (10B) das Paar Sei-
tenwände (2) definieren.

8. Theater nach Anspruch 6, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Teilplatten (10) entsprechende, sich
nach oben erstreckenden Laschen (16) aufweisen,
die angepasst sind, um in entsprechende Schlitze
(17) zu passen, die in dem flachen Mittelabschnitt
(13) des Abdeckelements (6) ausgebildet sind, um
die faltbare Struktur (7) mit ihren Seitenwänden (2)
und Vorderwand (3) in der aufrechten Konfiguration
zu stabilisieren.

9. Theater nach Anspruch 7, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass das erste Paar von Teilplatten (10A), die
die Vorderwand (3) definieren, mit Verstärkungsmit-
teln ausgebildet ist, um sie in der aufrechten Konfi-
guration koplanar zu halten.

10. Theater nach Anspruch 9, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Verstärkungsmittel einen Streifen ei-
nes Bahnmaterials mit Enden umfassen, die ange-
passt sind, um in Schnallen oder Taschen zu pas-
sen, die auf jeder der Teilplatten (10A) ausgebildet
sind.

11. Theater nach Anspruch 5, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die eine oder mehreren Puppen (19) im

Wesentlichen L-förmige Figuren mit einem längli-
chen Körper (20) sind, von dem sich ein Streifen (21)
aus flexiblem Material erstreckt, wobei ein Ende (21’)
angepasst ist, um in den Längsschlitze (22) zu pas-
sen, um den Streifen (21) in einer Position senkrecht
zu dem länglichen Körper (20) zu halten und um die
Marionette (19) zu halten oder sie in einer aufrechten
Konfiguration zu behalten.

12. Theater nach Anspruch 11, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Puppen auf ein 2D- oder 3D-Folien-
medium gedruckt sind.

13. Theater nach einem oder mehreren der vorangehen-
den Ansprüche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass es
einen Außenbehälter umfasst, der aus einem Basis-
kasten (23) besteht, der angepasst ist, um darin das
Abdeckelement (6), das wiederum im zusammen-
geklappten Zustand die Faltstruktur (7) aufnimmt,
die Innenwände (5) und die Figuren (19) aufzuneh-
men, und einen auf dem Grundkasten (23) ver-
schließbaren Oberkasten (24) aufzunehmen, zum
geordneten Transport des Theaters (1) ohne Risiko
des Verlusts oder der Beschädigung seiner wesent-
lichen Bestandteile.

Revendications

1. Théâtre de marionnettes portable (1) comprenant
une paire de parois latérales (2) et une paroi avant
(3) ayant une ouverture centrale (4) qui est conçue
pour faire face au public, une pluralité de parois in-
térieures (5) définissant une ou plusieurs décors (5A)
et un rideau (5B), un élément de couverture (6) adap-
té pour recouvrir lesdites parois latérales (2) et ladite
paroi avant (3), lesdites parois latérales (2) et ladite
paroi avant (3) étant sensiblement verticales et arti-
culés ensemble pour former une structure pliable (7)
qui est adaptée pour alterner entre une configuration
repliée avec lesdites parois (2, 3) en relation de che-
vauchement mutuel et une configuration verticale
avec lesdites parois (2, 3) à angle droit et sensible-
ment verticales, et vice versa, ledit élément de cou-
verture (6) se présentant sous la forme d’un couver-
cle, avec une partie centrale plate (13) et des bords
repliés vers le haut (14) pour y recevoir lesdites pa-
rois intérieures (5) et ladite structure pliable (7) en
la configuration repliée, ledit élément de couverture
(6) étant adapté pour être retourné avec lesdits bords
repliés (14) faisant face vers le bas et en contact
avec lesdites parois latérales (2) et ladite paroi avant
(3) dans une configuration verticale, ladite partie
centrale plate (13) dudit élément de couverture (6)
ayant une pluralité de fentes (15) pour permettre d’in-
troduire de manière amovible par le haut lesdites
parois intérieures (5) dans des positions faisant face
à ladite ouverture centrale (4).
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2. Théâtre selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que lesdites fentes (15) sont sensiblement parallè-
les, une série desdites fentes arrière (15A) étant des-
tinée à recevoir les décors (5A), une fente avant
(15B) dudit élément de couverture (6) étant destiné
à recevoir le rideau (5B).

3. Théâtre selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que lesdites fentes (15) s’étendent sur une longueur
(I1) légèrement supérieure à la largeur (I2) desdites
parois intérieures (5) pour faciliter leur introduction
par le haut dans les fentes correspondantes. (15).

4. Théâtre selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que lesdites parois intérieures (5) ont des appendi-
ces (18) à un bord supérieur de celles-ci, qui s’éten-
dent au-delà des extrémités desdites fentes (15)
pour reposer sur ladite partie centrale plate (13) et
maintenir lesdites parois intérieures (5) qui ont été
introduites dans lesdites fentes (15) dans un état
suspendu.

5. Théâtre selon la revendication 2, caractérisé en ce
que les fentes (15A) de ladite série destinées à re-
cevoir les décors (5A) sont convenablement espa-
cées de la fente (15B) destinée à recevoir le rideau
(5B) pour faciliter l’introduction dudit une ou plu-
sieurs marionnettes (19).

6. Théâtre selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que ladite paroi avant (3) et lesdites parois latérales
(2) de ladite structure pliable (7) sont formées à partir
d’un panneau unitaire (8) d’un matériau en feuille,
tel que du carton, du papier plastifié ou un stratifié
plastique, qui est convenablement découpé et formé
avec des lignes de pliage (9) pour définir des pan-
neaux partiels mutuellement articulés adjacents qui
peuvent être repliés sur euxmêmes.

7. Théâtre selon la revendication 6, caractérisé en ce
que lesdits panneaux partiels (10) sont au moins au
nombre de quatre, une première paire de panneaux
adjacents (10A) définissant ensemble ladite paroi
avant (3) et une seconde paire de panneaux d’ex-
trémité (10B) définissant ladite paire de parois laté-
rales (2).

8. Théâtre selon la revendication 6, caractérisé en ce
que lesdits panneaux partiels (10) ont des pattes
correspondantes s’étendant vers le haut (16) adap-
tées pour s’adapter dans des fentes correspondan-
tes (17) formées dans ladite partie centrale plate (13)
dudit élément de couverture (6) pour stabiliser ladite
structure pliable (7) avec ses parois latérales (2) et
sa paroi avant (3) dans la configuration verticale.

9. Théâtre selon la revendication 7, caractérisé en ce
que ladite première paire de panneaux partiels (10A)

définissant ladite paroi avant (3) est formée avec des
moyens de renforcement pour les maintenir copla-
naires dans la configuration verticale.

10. Théâtre selon la revendication 9, caractérisé en ce
que lesdits moyens de renforcement comprennent
une bande d’un matériau en feuille avec des extré-
mités adaptées pour s’adapter dans des boucles ou
des poches formées sur chacun desdits panneaux
partiels (10A).

11. Théâtre selon la revendication 5, caractérisé en ce
que lesdites une ou plusieurs marionnettes (19) sont
des personnages sensiblement en forme de L avec
un corps allongé (20) ayant une bande (21) de ma-
tériau flexible s’étendant à partir de celui-ci, avec
une extrémité (21’) adapté pour s’adapter dans des
fentes longitudinales (22) pour maintenir ladite ban-
de (21) dans une position perpendiculaire audit
corps allongé (20) et pour retenir la marionnette (19)
ou la maintenir dans une configuration verticale.

12. Théâtre selon la revendication 11, caractérisé en
ce que lesdites marionnettes sont imprimées sur un
support en feuille 2D ou 3D.

13. Théâtre selon une ou plusieurs des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce qu’il comprend un
conteneur extérieur constitué d’une boîte de base
(23) adaptée pour y loger ledit élément de couverture
(6) qui à son tour stocke ladite structure repliable (7)
à l’état replié, lesdites parois intérieures (5) et lesdi-
tes marionnettes (19), et une boîte supérieure (24)
qui peut être fermée sur ladite boîte de base (23)
pour un transport ordonné du théâtre (1) sans risque
de perte ou d’endommagement de ses composants
essentiels.
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