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This invention relates to an amusement device.

In general the invention has for an object to
provide a lovel and highly entertaining amuse
inent device embodying finger actuated charac

ters, which may be economically manufactured,
in Which the characters inay be readily and in
expensively varied to provide different styles of
entertaintinent and which is particularly adapte

O

for Sey children.

With this general object in view and such

otherS aS may hereinafter appear, the invention
consists in the amusement device and in the

Various structures, arrangements and combina
tions of parts hereinafter described and particu

5. larly defined in the claims at the end of this

Specification.

In the dra Wings illustrating the preferred em
bodiment of the invention, Fig. 1 is a front eleva

tion illustrating the amusement device in posi

tion to be operated; Fig. 2 is a side elevation of

the Stage; Fig. 3 is a front elevation of a typical

(C. 46-13)

veloping dramatic ability in the child using the
device.

Referring now to the dra Wings, the numerals
A, 2, is illustrate, by Way of example, various
grotesque figures or characters embodying the
present invention and which represent a clown,
a cat and a policeman, respectively. The char
acters may be printed or otherwise affixed to thin
rubber thinoles 6 constructed as shown in Fig.
3, and designed to be slipped over the ends of O

the fingers of the operator.

In order to provide a Suitable Setting for the
characters, the amusement device further coin
prises a stage 8 which may take a Wide variety 5
of forms, and Which is preferably made of card
board or other inexpensive material, and the
face Of the material may have appropriate de
signs 2 printed thereon. As herein shown, the
cardboard Stage is provided With an opening 22, 20
cut out of the cardboard and the portion thus

cut out may be folded to extend outwardly from

character; FigS. 4 and 5 are side and front eleva
tions respectively of a modified form of the stage

the face of the stage to provide a flat surface 2 &

plan views, respectively of a modification of the

printed.
As herein illustrated, the stage is, in one form

and a second fold made in the cut out portion
in which all the five fingers may be used to display forms a depending section 26 upon which a Suit
characters; FigS. 6 and are side elevations and able design. 28, Such as an orchestra, may be
stage shown in Figs. 4 and 5; Fig. 8 is a front
elevation of a stage Setting representing a dWell
ing house in Which the characters appear through.
30 the open WindoWS and the doorway; Fig. 9 is a

nodified form of the rubber thimble, and Figs.
0 and 1 are side elevation and front views re
spectively of a modified form of attachment.
Ein general, the invention contemplates an
35 amusement device wherein finger actuated char
acters are utilized in imitation of animated fig

children. The characters may be selected from

the upper elastic 32 extended around the thunb.
and little finger, in the manner illustrated in Fig.
1. The forward depending Section 26 of the
Stage may be grasped between the thumb and the

a great variety of fields such as from human life,

animal life, bird life and, in addition, may include
inanimate objects such as the alphabet. The
5

38 over Which the eastics are hooked.

In the use of the device, the lower elastic band
34 is extended around the back of the hand and

ures to provide entertainment, particularly for

g

of the invention, to be held in the hand, and to
this end, an extended portion 30, Suitably shaped
to fit in the pain of the hand, is provided at the
lower end of the stage. The stage is preferably
arranged to be secured to the hand, and as here
in shown, by elastic bands 32, 34, and the exten
sion 3s may be slotted to form tab portions 36,

characters may and preferably will be formed as
a part of or attached to thin rubber thimbles
designed to be conveniently slipped over the fin

25

30

35

40

littie finger, as illustrated, and the tension in

the band 32 assists in retaining a firin grasp while
the lower portion of the stage rests against, the
back of the thumb and little finger, the result

gers and the amusement device further contem being to attach the stage Securely to the hand
plates a stage or setting for the characters, one

45

and leaving the central fingers of the hand free
form of which is capable of being mainlally held, to
nanipulate and love the characters in inita

50

and upon which the characterS Zilay be actuated tion of animated figures in back of the stage.
by the fingers to imitate animate characters in
Referring noW to FigS. 4 and 5, as therein illus
action, provision being preferably made to enable trated, a modified form of the device may con

50

the stage to be heid in the palm of the hand, prise a stage to adapted to be held in a block
and some or all of the fingers used to actuate the 32 provided. With a slot E into which the stage is

characters. In addition to its utility as an amuse
ment device in which grotesque characters or

figures are used, the present invention may be
the figures may be used to represent Well-known
used to advantage as an educational toy in Which

characters of history, stage or Screen, etc., and
30

inserted. With this construction, the Operator
is permitted to use all five fingers of the hand 55
to display different characters. When in use,
the block 2 may be placed on the edge of a
table 5, as illustrated in Fig. 4, to permit maxi
murn freedom of movement of the hand. FigS. 6

thus in use, the toy may serve as an aid in de and

illustrate:;a; similar form of Stage, which 60

2

2,187,40?
may be self-supporting and which comprises an fingers of said hand thereby enabling the op
upright portion 46 and a base portion 48 formed erator to imitate animated characters upon the
by cutting slits in the lower portion of the stage Stage by movement of the middle fingers of the
and folding the alternate tabs 59, 52, thus formed Sane hand.
2. An amusement device of the character de
is in opposite directions and at right angles to the
upright portion of the stage.
From the description thus far, it will be Seen
that the fingers to Which the characters are at
tached will extend upwardly in back of the stage

s

scribed comprising a stage capable of being held
in One hand With the central fingers of the hand

disposed in back of the stage, a plurality of char

acterS adapted for attachment to the middle fin

0 and will appear through the opening 22. It Will gers of Said hand thereby enabling the operator

O

also be seen that by manipulating the fingers to imitate animated characters upon the stage

the characters will appear to be animated and by movement of the middle fingers of the hand,
that many amusing scenes may be depicted, and means for Securing the stage to the palm of

providing entertainment, particularly for chil
be quickly and easily exchanged and the action
varied over wide fields. When using the device,
the operator may simulate the Voices of the dif
ferent characters and by twisting 2nd In OVirag
0 the figures at the same time, in the manner of a

is dren. The thimbles bearing the characters may

the Same hand.

3. An an usement device of the character de 15

Scribed comprising a stage capable of being held
in One hand With the central fingers of the hand
disposed in back of the stage, a plurality of rub
ber thimbles bearing characters adapted for at
tachment to the middle fingers of said hand
wentriloquist, may add greatly to the amusement thereby enabling the operator to imitate ani
afforded.
nated characters upon the stage by movement
It will, of course, be apparent that a wide Of the middle fingers of the same hand.
variety of stage settings may be provided to Suit
4. An amusement device of the character de
25 the different characters represented. In practice, Scribed comprising a stage capable of being held
it is also contemplated to use the device in imita in One hand With the central fingers of the hand
tion of plays and sketches in which the char disposed in back of the stage, a plurality of
acters may represent well-known figures Of his rubber thimbles bearing characters adapted for
tory, literature, art, etc., whereby the toy may be attachment to the middle fingers of said hand
30 employed as an educational feature as Well as for thereby enabling the operator to imitate ani
the purpose of entertainment. In some in iliated charactei's upon the stage by movement
stances, plays may be produced in Which more Of the middle fingers of the hand, and means for
than five characers appear and in Such case, Securing the stage in the palm of the same hand.
both hands may be provided with thimbles to
5. An amusement device of the character de
represent the characters. Scenery for Such playS Scribed comprising a stage capable of being held

25

30

35

in the palm of the hand and including a tab
member depending from the stage adapted to
engage the palm of the hand, elastic means ex
tending around the back of the hand and se
cured to Said tab member and a plurality of 4.
character's adapted for attachment to the middle
fingers of Said hand thereby permitting the O
be supported on the edge of a table or shelf and erator to imitate animated characters upon the
in which more than five characters appear Stage by manipulation of the fingers.
through the openings 56 cut out where the doors
6. An amusement device of the character de 45
and WindoWS occur.
scribed Comprising a stage capable of being held

may extend over a wide area, and may include
buildings representing a town or a city, the build
ings having cut-out portions in place of the win
dows and doors, through which the characters
40 may be seen as they pass through the back of
the stage. As herein shown, Fig. 8 represents a
scene of a typical dwelling house 5A which may
45

A modified form of the thimble or cot pro
vided with characters is shown in Fig. 9 upon
which more than one character appears, and, as
50

pending therefrom adapted to engage the palm
of the hand, an upper and a lower elastic band,
herein shown, different characters 53, 69 may be both being attached to the tab and adapted re
represented upon two or more sides of the cot SO Spectively to encircle the thumb and little finger
that by turning the fingers around to face the to yieldingly hold the same against the face Of

audience a new character may be inade to appear
without changing the cot.
55

60

Figs. 10 and 11 illustrate a modified form of
stage designed to be attached to the Wrist of the

operator, whereby all the fingers of the hand
may be used to display characters and, as herein
shown, elastic bands 62, 64, hooked over the
slotted portions 66, 68 may extend around the
wrist to provide the attachment, leaving the
fingers of the hand free to manipulate the chair
acters.

65

in the palm of the hand and having a tab de

the stage and to encircle the lower portion of
the hand, and characters adapted to be secured
to the middle fingers of the hand thereby per
mitting the Operator to imitate animated Char
acters upon the stage upon movement Of the
fingers.
7. An amusement device Comprising a stage
Constructed to be capable of being held in the
palm of the hand with the middle fingers dis
posed in the rear of the stage, elastic 8ans for
retaining the stage in the hand and rubber thim
bles bearing characters adapted to be placed over
the middle fingers of the hand thereby permit

While the preferred embodiment of the inven
tion has been herein illustrated and described,
it will be understood that the invention may be ting the Operator to imitate animated characters

s

5

60

65

embodied in other forms within the scope of the upon the Stage upon movement of the fingers.
8. A stage adapted for use in an amusement
foilowing claim.S.
Having thus described the invention, what is device of the character described, comprising a
stage forming portion and a depending portion 70
claimed is:
... An amusement device Of the character de adapted to engage the palm of the hand, and

scribed comprising a stage capable of being held
in one hand with the central fingers of the hand

disposed in back of the Stage, a plurality of char
acters adapted for attachment to the middle

resilient fastening means adapted for coopera
tion With the hand to retain the stage in the
hand.
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