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1. 

ANIMATED HANDPUPPET & ANIMATOR 
THEREFOR 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to hand puppets, and, more 
particularly, to hand puppets of the soft sculpture variety 
equipped with an internal animator that produces life-like 
movement of various appendages. 

BACKGROUND 

Hand puppets featuring a chamber for receiving a human 
hand and appendages that can be manipulated by the inserted 
hand and/or its fingers have delighted children of all ages for 
many decades. Frequently, such puppets are in the form of 
animals and the chamber is situated to permit the fingers of a 
hand to work Such parts as the mouth, arms, legs, wings 
and/or head, whereupon the puppet can be made to appear to 
come to life. 

What has not been achieved with such puppets, prior to the 
present invention, is a way of using the inserted hand to give 
life-like movement to long narrow appendages, such as a neck 
(Swans, flamingos, giraffes, etc.), an elephant's trunk, or the 
like, when the passages are too small to allow the insertion of 
a hand and too long to be worked by a finger. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

In order to be able to produce life-like animation to the 
head and neck of a Swan, or trunk of an elephant, or other long 
narrow appendage of a soft sculpture hand puppet, the present 
invention provides a flexible, elongated animator having a 
base section, an elongated body section terminating in a tip 
end, a top side and a generally parallel bottom side. A first 
control strap extends along the top side of the animator from 
its base section to the tip end. A second control strap extends 
along the top side of the base section, and then through the 
base section and along the bottom side to the tip end. Pulling 
one strap causes the animator to bend in one direction; pulling 
the other strap causes the animator to bend in an opposite 
direction; pulling both straps causes the animator to form a 
curve having a shape depending on the animator's construc 
tion. 

A ring is attached to the end of each control strap by which 
the straps are pulled by fingers inserted into the puppet body 
chamber. In this way, a hand in the body chamber can inserta 
finger in each ring and pull the control straps in combinations 
that produce life-like motion of the long narrow appendage in 
which the animator is affixed. A one strap, one ring embodi 
ment is also disclosed. 

The structure of the body of the animator allows for varia 
tions which produce particular bending curves that most 
nearly emulate the actual movement of the animal appendage 
being vitalized. 

So as not to change the soft and cuddly character of the soft 
sculpture puppets, the animator of the invention is made from 
soft and pliable materials. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a soft sculpture hand puppet having a long narrow 
appendage that can be hand animated. 

It is another object of the invention to provide an animator 
which can be incorporated into a soft sculpture hand puppet 
having along narrow appendage so that the appendage can be 
animated. 
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2 
Yet another object of the present invention is to provide an 

animator for a soft Sculpture hand puppet that is soft and 
pliable. 
The foregoing and other objectives, features and advan 

tages of the invention will be more readily understood upon 
consideration of the following detailed description of the 
invention taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw 
1ngS. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a soft sculpture puppet of the 
present invention in the form of a Swan; 

FIG. 2 is a side view of the Swan of FIG. 1 with certain 
internal parts revealed in relationship to a users hand and 
with the range of animated positions illustrated; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective, more detailed view of the internal 
animator of the invention shown in FIG. 2; 
FIG.3A is a sectional view of the animator of the invention 

taken along the line 3A-3A of FIG. 3 with a sheath added: 
FIG. 3B is a side view of the animator of FIG. 3A with the 

body section shown curved as a result of one of the control 
straps being pulled: 

FIG. 3C is similar to FIG.3B, but shows the body section 
curved as a result of pulling the other control strap; 

FIG. 3D is similar to FIG. 3B, but shows the body section 
curved as a result of pulling both control straps; 

FIG. 4A is an exploded perspective view of various com 
ponents of a laminate construction embodiment of the anima 
tor of the invention; 

FIG. 4B is a perspective view similar to FIG. 4A with some 
components shown in their assembled positions: 

FIG. 4C is similar to FIG. 4B showing the animator in a 
more advanced Stage of assembly; 

FIG. 4D is similar to FIG. 4C with the animator fully 
assembled and with certain internal components revealed; 

FIG. 4E is a sectional view taken along the line 4E-4E of 
FIG. 4D: 
FIG.4F is a side sectional view of the animator of FIG. 4D 

with the sheath not shown for purposes of clarity; 
FIG.5A is a perspective, exploded view similar to FIG. 4A, 

but of an alternative embodiment having a modified base 
section; 

FIG. 5B is a perspective view similar to FIG. 5A showing 
the modified parts of the base section in a more operative 
relationship; 

FIG. 5C is a perspective view of the animator of FIG. 5A 
with additional parts illustrated: 
FIG.5D is a side sectional view of the animator of FIG.5C: 
FIG. 6A is a semi-schematic side view of an alternative 

embodiment of the animator of the invention; 
FIG. 6B is a perspective view of the animator of FIG. 6A: 
FIG. 6C is a top sectional view of the animator of FIG. 6B 

showing the position assumed when one of the control straps 
is pulled; 

FIG. 6D is a top sectional view of the animator of FIG. 6B 
showing the position assumed when the other control strap is 
pulled; and 

FIG. 7 is a top sectional view of an alternative embodiment 
similar to that of FIG. 6B, but with only a single pullable 
control strap. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a soft sculpture puppet 11 in the 
form of a Swan having a body 15 and an elongated neck 12 
supporting a head 13. A chamber 14 within the puppet 11 is 










