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1
COMBINATION SCARF AND PUPPET

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to wearing apparel and
children’s toys in combination, specifically, a combina-
tion scarf and hand puppet.

Puppets have long been known for their amusement
value to children and others. Various forms of puppets
have been in use for many years, including string-sup-
ported marionettes, large ventriloquist dummies, and
small hand puppets.

Part of a puppet’s usefulness is in developing dexter-
ity. Ventriloquist dummies are too large and cumber-
some for routine play. While marionettes are effective
in developing dexterity, their complexity usually only
creates frustation. The smaller hand puppets are conse-
quently, especially valued by children because of their
convenience and ease of operation.

While the simplicity of small state of the art hand
puppets are virtues, they also are the cause of many
drawbacks. State of the art hand puppets are easy to
operate, but are too simple to aid in the development of
dexterity.

Another problem with the present state of the art in
hand puppets is that due to their small size, they tend to
be easily lost by exuberant and sometimes forgetful,
young children. This results in great dismay to the child
and great expense to the parent. Furthermore, typical
hand puppets, lacking a body, are limited in their play
value because even to an imaginative young child, a
puppet without a body member is too easily recognized
as being only a puppet, rather than an imaginary play-
mate. :

Scarves and mittens have been in use by adults and
children for many years and in cold climates are consid-
ered an essential article of wearing apparel. But chil-
dren especially tend to be forgetful about wearing such
things, often leaving their scarves at school or where
they have put them down to play frequently catching
colds as a result.

There is consequently a need for a hand puppet toy
large enough not to be easily lost and still small enough
to be conveniently carried and used and also challeng-
ing enough to help develop dexterity, while not being
so complicated that it creates frustration. There is fur-
ther a need for a scarf that children, especially, will
more readily wear, and which can serve the function of
a pair of mittens when necessary.

STATEMENT OF THE INVENTION

The invention provides a hand puppet toy which is
less easily lost because of its larger size than state of the
art hand puppets, and because it can be carried on the
child’s neck.

The invention further provides a hand puppet toy
with a single body that could be used by at least two
children simultaneously.

Still further there is provided a hand puppet toy with
progressive levels of difficulty for aiding in dexterity
development while remaining simple enough to avoid
frustrations.

The invention also provides a hand puppet which can
be supported around the child’s neck, either while in use
or while not in use.

Yet further there is provided a scarf, primarily for use
by a child, which includes fanciful hand puppets
towards its ends to increase the likelihood that the scarf
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will be worn by the child and to decrease the likelihood
of its being lost.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is an elevation of a puppet in accordance with
this invention.

FIG. 2 is a front view of one of the puppet ends of the
invention along line 2—2 of FIG. 3 with a hand shown
in phantom in an operating position.

FIG. 3 is a sectional side view as taken on line 3—3 of
FIG. 1 with a hand shown in typical operating position.

DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The article of FIG. 1 shows an elongated puppet toy
with whimsical, manipulable hand puppets, 2 and 2’ at
each end approximately representing dogs’ faces. The
invention is not limited to any particular type of animal,
human, or imaginary figure, as there are an infinite
variety of other figures which would serve as well. The
parts of the hand puppets 2 and 2’ will be referred to as
those of a dog’s face merely for ease of explanation.

The puppet toy as represented in FIG. 1 includes a
flexible elongated member 1 in the form of a general
tubular body, to the right of which is mounted a central
hollow elongated tubular member 11 resembling a dog’s
head, and to the front of which in turn is mounted an
upper hollow appendage 5 and a lower hollow appen-
dage 6 resembling a dog’s chin in opposition to the
upper hollow appendage 5. Attached at the upper side
of the central hollow member 11 are two hollow up-
wardly projecting hollow fingerstalls 9 and 10, in the
shape of erect dog’s ears. Only fingerstall 9 is shown in
the FIG. 1 side view for clarity. Both are shown in FIG.
2.

Referring now to FIG. 3, it will be seen that the
upward projecting hollow fingerstalls 9 and 10 each
define finger cavities 3 and 4 respectively, which open
into the internal cavity 18 formed by the central hollow
member 11, as skirt to the body of puppet and allowing
the wearer’s fingers to be inserted into the puppet body.
Only upwardly extending hollow fingerstall 9 is shown
for clarity. The upper hollow appendage 5 forms a
cavity 3 opening into the cavity 18 formed by central
hollow portion 11 allowing insertion of one or more of
the wearer’s fingers. The lower hollow appendage 6
also forms a cavity 4 allowing insertion of one or more
of the wearer’s fingers.

Referring again to FIG. 1, an opening 8 is provided
into the central hollow member 11.

The hand puppet shown at the left of FIG. 1 is simi-
larly constructed, but is shown with the upwardly pro-
jecting hollow fingerstalls 9 and 10 representing a dog’s
ears in the flacid position. The parts are labelled corre-
sponding to the right side hand puppet; central hollow
member 11, upper hollow appendage 5', lower hollow
appendage 6' and upwardly projecting hollow finger-
stalls 9’ and 10, only 10" of which is shown for clarity.
The flexible elongated member 1 is shown with a soft,
fuzzy covering 12, although any material may be used;
and with a soft stuffing material 19 inside, although it is
not necessary to the invention that it be stuffed.

Referring now to FIG. 3, the upwardly projecting
hollow fingerstall 9 is shown with a soft, fuzzy covering
14, but it is not necessary to the invention that it be so
covered. The central hollow portion 11 is also shown
with a soft, fuzzy covering 15, but it is not necessary to
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the invention that it be so covered. Upper hollow ap-
pendage 5 and lower hollow appendage 6 were each
shown with soft, fuzzy covering 16 and 17 respectively,
but it is not necessary to the invention that they be so
covered. The inside of hand puppet 2 is shown with
internal, insulating lining 13.

FIG. 2 shows the front end view of hand puppet 2,
better indicating a possible position of upwardly extend-
ing hollow fingerstalls 9 and 10, although other upper
side mounting positions are possible and intended. FIG.
3 shows a hand in phantom with fingers inserted into
the various cavities in one of the most challenging oper-
ating positions. When the upper hollow appendage 5
and lower hollow appendage 6 are brought together by
closing the thumb towards the other fingers, the appear-
ance of a closing mouth may be achieved. In the most
challenging operating position, fingers may also be in-
serted into either or both of the upwardly projecting
hollow fingerstalls 9 and 10 to enable wiggling of these
upwardly extending hollow fingerstalls 9 and 10. When
all fingers are moved simultaneously, a very challeng-
ing operating condition is achieved.

The puppet heads, themselves are manipulated by the
entire hand of the wearer so that the face of the puppet
can be manipulated into any facial expression depending
on the position of the wearer’s hands and fingers.

In one embodiment of the invention, the head of the
hand puppet will cover only the wearer’s hand to the
wrist but not including the wrist. This will provide the
maximum ease of operation for the child.

In another embodiment of the invention, the child’s
hands will slip inside a portion of the tubular elongated
member connecting the hand puppets, covering beyond
the wearer’s wrist and at least part of the child’s arm.
This will allow the child to impart a life-like movement
to the neck of the puppet, increasing the puppet’s
amusement value and also providing more warmth to
the child’s hand and arm when needed in place of mit-
tens.

The article can be made out of any suitable material,
and the choice of material will depend largely upon
whether it is desired that the proposed article assumes
more of the qualities of a scarf or tend to assume more
of the qualities of the hand puppet. In colder climates,
suitable materials might be materials such as Orlon or
wool for the elongated member of the invention to
increase its warmth. The hand puppet portion may be
made out of any suitable material, either a continuation
of elongated member material shaped into a fanciful
puppet head or perhaps a fuzzy, animal fur-like mate-
rial. The elongated member material could also be made
out of the same animal fur-like material of the fanciful
puppet heads. The elongated member of the invention
may also be stuffed with a suitable material to increase
its bulk and to give it more of the appearance of a body
of the puppet.

This invention thus can provide the utility of a scarf
combined with the amusement value of a hand puppet,
including many improvements over state of the art hand
puppets. The addition of the elongated member pro-
vides a body for the hand puppets, thereby adding more
realism and increasing their amusement value to chil-
dren. It further increases the size of the hand puppet so
that it will be less likely to be easily lost by a forgetful
child. Further, the elongated member may be placed
around the neck of the wearer, thus providing a ready
place for the child to carry the toy whether it is in use
or not, and providing warmth when necessary. The
elongated member may also have a soft outer covering
imparting cuddly and warm feeling to the toy, thereby
increasing the child’s enjoyment.
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Furthermore, the adaption of two hand puppets at
opposite ends of the same body is itself unique, and this
combination will increase the enjoyment to children
when playing in conjunction with another playmate
because both children will be able to operate the same
hand puppet simultaneously thereby increasing their
friendship and their spirit of cooperation.

As an improvement on a scarf, the addition of the
hand puppets makes it more valuable to a child, thereby
increasing the likelihood that the scarf will be worn in
cold climates and decrease the likelihood it will be lost
or forgotten.

Without further analysis, the foregoing so fully re-
veals the gist of the invention that others can, by appiy-
ing current knowledge, readily adapt it for various
applications without omitting features that, from the
standpoint of the prior art, fairly constitute essential
characteristics of the generic or specific aspects of this
invention and, therefore, such adaptions should and are
intended to be comprehended within the meaning and
range of the equivalents of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An article comprising a flexible elongated scarf
with two free ends, said elongated scarf being dimen-
sioned such that it is supportable around the wearer’s
neck, at least one hand puppet mounted towards one of
the free ends of the flexible elongated scarf, said hand
puppet including a body with a skirt element containing
an internal cavity dimensioned larger than the hand of
the wearer thereby to facilitate comfortable manipula-
tion, said skirt including an external opening leading
into said cavity, and said opening being dimensioned
larger than the hand of the wearer thereby to permut
substantially free insertion of the hand of the wearer
into said cavity.

2. The article as claimed in claim 1 wherein the eion-
gated scarf is an insulating scarf which imparts warmth
to the wearer’s neck.

3. The article as claimed in claim 1 including a tubular
elongated member, said tubuiar elongated member hav-
ing an opening leading to the cavity of the hand puppet
thereby to cover at least the wrist and the hand of the
wearer when the hand of the wearer is operably in-
serted into the hand puppet.

4. The article as claimed in claim 3, wherein the tubu-
lar elongated member constitutes part of the flexible
elongated member.

5. The article as claimed in claim 4 including an mnsu-
lating lining in the puppet head whereby warmth may
be imparted to the wearer’s hand.

6. The article as claimed in any one of claims 1 to §
wherein the internal cavity inciudes a central hollow
portion having an upper and a lower hollow appendage,
each appendage being mounted towards the front of the
internal cavity and being positioned opposite each
other, said hollow appendages including an nternal
fingerstall dimensioned to facilitate insertion of at least
one finger of the operator and said fingerstall opening
into the internal cavity.

7. The article as claimed in claim 3, wherein tubular
elongated member includes an external opening leading
through the inside of the tubular elongated member and
into the cavity of the hand puppet thereby to cover at
least the wrist in addition to the hand of the wearer.

8. The article as claimed in anyone of claims 1 to §
including puppet heads at both ends of the eiongated
scarf.

9. The article as claimed in claim 6 inciuding puppet
heads at both ends of the eiongated scarf.

10. The article as claimed in claim 7 including puppet
heads at both ends of the eiongated scarf.
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