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GLOVE PUPPET AND A KIT FOR A PUPPET
SHOW

The present invention relates to a glove puppet and to 5
a kit for a puppet show incorporating the glove puppet.

Glove puppets or other type puppets for a puppet
show are usually made of a head which is attached to a
skirt-like body. The head comprises at least most of the

characterising features which it is supposed to portray, 10

such as eyes, nose, mouth, etc. and thus each puppet
represents a substantially complete prestructured and
designed image. Using such puppets in a puppet show,
the operator or operators merely display each puppet at

its turn in accordance with the told story and as the plot 15

requires, and introduce or replace the acting puppets
with other, readily available, ones. In some cases, the
same puppet is further decorated or provided with addi-
tional external clothing elements or attachments such as
hats, aprons, bags or even umbrellas.

This known type of a puppet show requires a substan-
tial investment in a great number of puppets, each repre-
senting a different character. Also, the multiplicity of
puppets required for even one single show occupies a
substantial volume thus making it very cumbersome in
travel.

It is therefore a broad object of the present invention
to ameliorate the above disadvantages and to provide a
glove puppet and kit for a puppet show containing such
glove puppets, which kit is versatile, does not occupy
much space and is of relatively low cost.

In accordance with the present invention there is
provided a glove puppet comprising interconnected

front and back surfaces outlining at least the contours of 35

front and back sides of a head and of a figure, two upper
limbs of a figure and a sleeve wherein at least portions
of said front and back surfaces are made of a material to
which hooks of a hook and loop type pile fastener, such
as VELCRO will adhere.

The invention further provides a kit for a puppet
show comprising a glove puppet as set out above, a
plurality of feature elements for said figure, said feature
elements being provided with a plurality of the afore-
said hooks for selective attachment of said elements to
said figure, and an openable casing containing said
glove puppet and said elements.

The term “figure” used herein is intended to include
the form, shape, configuration or likeliness resembling
human beings, animals or other creatures.

The invention will now be described in connection
with certain preferred embodiments with reference to
the following illustrative figures so that it may be more
fully understood.

With specific reference now to the figures in detail, it 55

is stressed that the particulars shown are by way of
example and for purposes of illustrative discussion of
the preferred embodiments of the present invention
only and are presented in the cause of providing what is
believed to be the most useful and readily understood
description of the principles and conceptual aspects of
the invention. In this regard, no attempt is made to
show structural details of the invention in more detail
than is necessary for a fundamental understanding of the

invention, the description taken with the drawings mak- 65

ing apparent to those skilled in the art how the several
forms of the invention may be embodied in practice.
In the drawings:
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FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of a glove puppet
according to the invention; .

FIGS. 2 to 4 are schematic illustrations of the glove
puppet of FIG. 1 with additional feature elements at-
tached thereto showing a few possible manners of ma-
nipulation; and

FIG. § shows a kit for a puppet show including a
box-like structure containing the kit and the manner of
use of the same.

Referring to FIG. 1, there is shown a glove puppet 1
made of two interconnected similar front and back sur-
faces 2, 2', outlining the contours of a head 4, of two
upper limbs 6 and 8, and of a sleeve 9. Advantageously,
the surfaces 2 and 2’ are made of a material to which
hooks of a hook and loop type pile fabric, such as VEL-
CRO will adhere. Such material may be PERLON or
any other commercially available fabric with a similarly
finished surface having, e.g., raised loops or fleece suit-
able for catching on the aforesaid type hooks. The
glove puppet schematically shown in this figure consti-
tutes the basic, three-dimensional manipulatable me-
dium which can be readily changed into endless config-
urations resembling human-beings, animals or objects.
By a mere controlled twist of the palm of the operator’s
hand and the hand itself, each of the five sides of the
puppet (the two major faces or sides as well as the two
lateral edges and the edge along the top of the head) can
be exposed to or hidden from, the onlooker’s view.

As can be seen in FIGS. 2 to 4, the glove puppet can
be utilized in various diversified ways. Specifically, the
head 4 can first be completed with feature elements, for
example, eyes 10, a smiling mouth 12 and/or hair 14,
which are suitably configured and designed elements
having affixed thereon a plurality of the aforesaid type
hooks adapted to adhere to the glove puppet outer
surfaces and thereby to affix the feature elements
thereto. In contradistinction to the commonly used
puppets, the glove puppet of the present invention can
be completed with different features on the front and
back sides thereof so as to represent two characters
appearing in one plot, e.g., the “good” smiling, image as
shown in FIG. 2 by the full lines and the “bad” image as
shown by the broken line in the same figure, which is
merely the back of the head 4 when folded forward by
the operator toward the body thereof.

In FIG. 3 there is shown an embodiment wherein the
puppet is held in a horizontal position to simulate a
fish-like image and for this purpose the limbs 6 and 8 are
folded in, as shown by the dashed lines, and the puppets
end, opposite to the head is fitted with a fish-tail feature
element 16.

The great versatility of the glove puppet is further
illustrated in FIG. 4. In view of the ease of attachment
and detachment of the feature elements onto the sur-
faces of the puppet even during the manipulation of the
same, a single puppet can be readily converted into twin
characters 18 and 20 as illustrated in FIG. 4.

Referring to FIG. 5, there is shown a kit for a puppet
show which comprises one or more of the glove pup-
pets 1 and a plurality of feature elements, e.g., eyes 10,
mouths 12, hair 14, etc., which are orderly affixed onto
the inner surface of the openable wall 22 of a box-like
structure 24, which inner surface is lined with the same,
or similar, material of which the puppets are made and
to which the aforesaid type hooks adhere. Hence, as can
be appreciated, the wall 22 having a support 26 for
holding the wall 22 in its upright position, can serve as
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a front wall behind which the operator can manipulate
the puppets during the show. '

Obviously the glove puppet or some of the glove
puppets in a kit can be pre-provided with at least some
of the facial features of the image which they display
and other feature elements can be added during the
show.

It will be evident to those skilled in the art that the
invention is not limited to the details of the foregoing
illustrative embodiments and that the present invention
may be embodied in other specific forms without de-
parting from the spirit or essential attributes thereof.
The present embodiments are therefore to be consid-
ered in all respects as illustrative and not restrictive, the
scope of the invention being indicated by the appended
claims rather than by the foregoing description, and all
changes which come within the meaning and range of
equivalency of the claims are therefore intended to be
embraced therein.

What is claimed is:

1. A kit for a puppet show comprising a glove puppet
including interconnected front and back surfaces outlin-
ing at least the contours of front and back sides of a head
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of a figure, a neck, two upper limbs of a figure extending
from said neck and a sleeve, wherein at least portions of
said front and back surfaces are made of a material to
which hooks of a hook and loop type pile fastener will
adhere, and wherein said head, neck and limbs each are
independently manipulatable by an operator, a plurality
of feature elements for said figure, said feature elements
being provided with a plurality of hooks of a hook and
loop type fastener for selective attachment of said ele-
ments to said figure, and an openable casing containing
said glove puppet and said elements wherein at least
some of the inner surfaces of said casing is lined with
material to which hooks of a hook and loop type fas-
tener will adhere, so as to facilitate the orderly place-
ment of individual elements thereon said materials of
the puppet and the casing being the same.

2. The kit as claimed in claim 1 wherein said casing is
provided with stationary bottom and side walls and an
openable top wall, said openable top wall being pro-
vided with means for affixing the same in an upright
open position constituting a front wall behind which the
operator can manipulate the puppets during the show.
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