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1 Claim. (Cl. 46--126)

This invention relates to improvements in toys in the
nature of puppets or marionettes, the primary object
being to provide certain joint construction in the toy for
producing a more life-like, animated effect than is pos-
sible in the control of conventional articles of this char-
acter.

it is the most important object of the present inven-
tion to provide a marionette toy of the kind disclosed
in my U. S. Letters Patent No. 2,113,839 of April 12,
1938, and isswed in the name of Hazelle H. Hedges,
and inciuding improvements in the head and face of
the toy so as to render the same more life-like when
controlled in the manner described by said patent.

A further object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a puppet-like toy having a head that is provided
with a lower jaw swingable to and from a closed posi-
tion and having controls connected therewith for actuat-
ing the same.

This is a division of my co-pending application, Serial
No. 140,022, filed January 23, 1950, now U. S. Patent
Mo. 2,657,499.

More minor objects will become apparent as the fol-
lowing specification progresses, reference being had to
the accompanying drawing, wherein:

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of marionette
construction made in accordance with the present inven-
tion.

Fig. 2 is a substantially central, vertical, cross-sectional
view through the head per se of the marionette; and

Fig. 3 is an inside perspective view of the front half
of the head.

With the exception of the improvements about to be
described, the marionette toy shown in Fig. 1 of the
drawing and broadly designated by the numeral 19, is
of much the same construction as that disclosed in my
aforesaid patent, and it is contemplated that the same be
controlled in similar fashion. .

A head 12 is provided with a neck portion 14, having
an elongated slot 16 in the base therecf and serving as
a means of mounting head 12 upon the body of mario-

nette 18 to permit flexibility in much the same manner »

as provided for in my patent. A screw eye 18 is dis-
posed within the slot 16 and is held against rotation
with respect to head 12 by a pair of ribs 26 on the inner-
most face of neck portion 14.

Head 12 includes a back section 22 and a front. sec-
tion 24 formed as illusirated and in such manner as
to simulate a human head. A mouth' opening 26 is
provided in section 24 immediately below the uppermost
lip 28 for receiving a swingable unit 39 that includes
a lower lip 32, a chin 34 and a portion. 36 that merges
with and completes the neck section 14. - An inwardly
extending flat plate 38 integral with unit 38, simulates
a tongue and is secured at its innermost end rigidly
to.2 hub 40 formed on a shaft 42 intermediate the ends
of the latter.

An arcuate, inwardly and upwardly extending arm 44
also integral with the hub 40, projects. therefrom in
diametrically opposed relationship to the plate 38. Shaft
42 is mounted for free rotation within a pair of opposed
bosses 46 and 48 formed on the innermost face of
head 12. ‘
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Tt is noted that the shaft 42 extends across the head
12 in the same plane as plate 38 when the latter is in
the closed position shown in Fig. 2 of the drawing. A
spring 5® is coiled about the shaft 42 on each side of
the hub 49 and extends in a loop 52 below plate 38
and in a second loop 54 that bears against the inner-
raost face of section 24 above plate 38.

A small opening 56 formed in head 12 at the top
thereof directly above slot 16, receives a control cord
58 that has one end thereof secured to head 60 formed
on the outermost free end of arm 44.

It is scen that the spring 5@ holds the unit 30 nor-
mally biased in the closed position shown in Fig. 2 of
the drawing and that pulling of the control cord 58,
swings the arm 44 to the dotted line position shown in
Fig: 2. Such actuation of arm 44 rotates shaft 42 to
swing plate 38 and unit 30 to an open position, also illus~
trated by dotted lines in Fig. 2 of the drawing.

Marionette 18 is also provided with a pair of legs 62
that are jointed in much the same manner as described
by my patent aforesaid. Each leg 62 is provided with
a shoe 64 having a top wall that is im turn provided
with a threaded shank 72 that extends into the lower-
most end of leg 62.

It is seen from the foregoing that the improvements
hereinabove set forth, when taken in combination with
the novel features of my prior patent, present a mario-
nette toy that is highly maneuverable and capable of
being controlled to perform in a manner not heretofore
made possible through conventional constructions. Such
changes and modifications that fairly come within the
scope of the appended claim, are therefore, contemplated
hereby.

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed
as new and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is:

In a marionette, a hollow head having a top portion
provided with an opening therethrough, an uppermost
lip, an integrally attached neck section and a mouth
opening between ‘the lip and the neck section; a swing-
able urit within the opening and including a lower lip,
a chin, a neck portion and a flat plate presenting a
tongue projecting inwardly from the lower lip into the
head; a fixed shaft mounted transversely of the head
therewithin, said shaft being within the horizontal plane
of the tongue when the unit is in a closed position and
disposed on a vertical center line Between said opening
and the neck section; a hub on said tongue at the inner-
most end thereof, said hub being provided with an open-
ing receiving said shaft, said unit being swingable about
the -axis of the shaft for movement of said unit exte-
riorly of the head toward and away from the uppermost
lip; an elongated, relatively light spring coiled -about
said shaft intermediate the ends of the shaft; said spring
bearing at one end thereof against the head at the front
of the latter and at its opposite end against the tongue
therebeneath for yieldably holding the unit biased in
said ‘closed position; an arcuate arm integrally attached
to and extending rearwardly and upwardly from the hub
in opposed relationship to the tongue, terminating above
the tongue near the back of the head; and a flexible
coerd extending from externally of the head through said
opening into the head and tied to the uppermost termi-
nal end of the arm for swinging the unit away from said
closed position against the bias of said spring.
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